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Third Sunday of Advent
Our Mission:
The Santo Niño Catholic
Church is a faith community
where all are welcome to
celebrate Catholic beliefs
embellished by the best
Philippine traditions. It is a
dynamic parish responding to
the spiritual needs of the
community to fulfill its
evangelical mission and to
realize Christ’s call of making
disciples of all nations. (Parish
Pastoral Council, 21 April 2001)

Prayer Corner
Christoph Friedrich Blumhardt

Dear Father in heaven, look
on us as your children, and
grant that we may feel in
you the highest good for
time and eternity. Even if
we have to deny ourselves
and make great sacrifices,
you remain our treasure,
our riches, our love, and
our joy. Give us strength as
a gathered people ready to
serve you. Grant us your
Spirit whenever we do not
understand what we should
do. Shelter us always in
your hands, and allow us to
see your miracles in souls
and in bodies. For you are
our God, the Almighty,
and you find the way to
help in everything. Amen.

Today’s Gospel JN 1:6-8, 19-28

A

man named John was sent from God. He came
for testimony, to testify to the light, so that all
might believe through him. He was not the light,
but came to testify to the
light.

And this is the testimony
of John. When the Jews
from Jerusalem sent priests
and Levites to him to ask
him, "Who are you?" He
admitted and did not deny
it, but admitted, "I am not
the Christ." So they asked
him, "What are you then?
Are you Elijah?" And he
said, "I am not." "Are you
the Prophet?" He
Image credit to Image Creator: Google search answered, "No." So they
said to him, "Who are you,
so we can give an answer to those who sent us? What do
you have to say for yourself?" He said: "I am the voice of
one crying out in the desert, 'make straight the way of the
Lord,'" as Isaiah the prophet said." Some Pharisees were
also sent. They asked him, "Why then do you baptize if
you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?" John
answered them, "I baptize with water; but there is one
among you whom you do not recognize, the one who is
coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to
untie." This happened in Bethany across the Jordan,
where John was baptizing.

The Santo Nino Choir will do house to house
Christmas Carols starting December 2, 2017. The
donations from the Christmas carols will go to our
Capital Project: RE classroom. If you want to have
caroling at your home call the office at (210)648-1705
for schedule.

www.stonino.org
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Today’s Reflection
Testifying to the
Light
This Sunday's Gospel
reading tells us that John the
Baptist came to "testify to
the light." What does this
mean?
We know that Jesus is the
Light of Truth shining in the
darkness to draw us to
eternal life. And we know
that his Spirit enlightens us
in the truth so that we can be
saved from the destructive
forces of our sins and follow
our Savior to heaven. But
what was the testimony
given by John? How did he
testify to the light? And how
does this affect our lives
today?
John's testimony was: "I am
not the Christ. I am a voice.
A voice in the wilderness. A
voice in the desert." And his
testimony brings us to the
Light of Christ by
challenging us with: "Where
is your life arid and dry?
Listen! Christ is coming to
meet you there! Make a beeline to him! Stop wandering
around! Repent, change, do
whatever is necessary to look
for Jesus so that you can find
him. He is coming to you!"
We've all experienced times
when Jesus seems distant,
unavailable, not present to us
when we need him. What has
opened your eyes to his
presence? Whose voice has
turned you back to God? It's
(Continued on page 2)
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time to do the same for
others, to bring glad tidings
to the poor (as it says in the
reading from Isaiah), to heal
the brokenhearted, to
proclaim liberty to those who
are held captive in their sins,
and to announce how to be
blessed by a close friendship
with the Lord.
We all have the same
testimony and the same
calling as John had: We are
all supposed to be voices
crying out loud enough to be
heard above the din of the
world. Many souls are lost in
the wilderness of confusion,
hopelessness, pain,
heartache, and despair, not to
mention sinfulness. Can we
rightfully ignore their needs?
Is it loving to be so quiet that
they cannot hear the truth?
Certainly not! Someday we
will have to explain to Jesus
why we ignored our
baptismal calling to be the
voice that could have helped
others find him.
What kind of a voice do you
have? Because we have
Christ within us, our very
lives are the voice. How we
handle trials, revealing our
faith in Jesus, is a voice that's
audible to those who are lost
in the wilderness. The more
peace we have and the more
love that we give, the louder
is our cry.
Even if our vocal chords do
not utter a single word, the
way we live in the light is
how we speak the truth of
the light. The better we live
the truth, the louder and
clearer is our message.
What people choose to do
with our message is up to
them, but it's up to us to
speak it so that they're given
that choice.
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Questions for Personal
Reflection:
How has your life been
changed by your faith in
Jesus? What evil has been
conquered, what darkness
has been overcome? This is
your testimony! Write a
couple of pages about it to
become more familiar with
it. This will prepare you so
that you can explain it to
others when they ask you
why you have faith.

Questions for Community
Faith Sharing:
How has the Spirit of the
Lord anointed you? What
gifts do you have that enable
you to give to the poor (i.e.,
the financially poor or the

emotionally starving or the
spiritually hungry) or to heal
the brokenhearted? How has
God used you to provide
liberty to captives and
release to prisoners? How are
these a testimony that teach
others about Jesus?
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PASTORAL EVANGELIZATION ACTIVITY:
“HOUSE BLESSING AND
BRINGING THE SANTO NIÑO TO YOUR HOMES”
Every parishioner is invited for the house blessings and
pastoral home visits. Don’t
miss this great opportunity.
If you are interested in having
Fr. Arnold Ibarra bless your
home and your family please
call the office at (210)6481705.

December 15—23 Simbang
Gabi mass @ 7:30 pm.
December 23—Saturday 6 pm
Spanish mass
December 24—Sunday regular
mass @ 8 am, 10 am, 12
noon.
Christmas Eve Mass (12/24):
6 pm mass – Spanish
10 pm mass – English
Mass
Christmas Day Mass (12/25):
10 am mass – English
12 noon mass – Tagalog
December 30—Saturday 6 pm
Spanish Mass
December 31—Sunday regular
mass @ 8am, 10 am,
12noon.
New Years’ Eve Mass (12/31):
6 pm mass – Spanish Mass
10 pm mass – English
Mass
New Years’ Day Mass (1/1):
12 noon – English mass

We are inviting our parishioner to attend the “TOAST TO A
NEW YEAR PARTY” on December 31, 2017, Sunday, from 7
pm to 1 am. This fundraising activity is sponsored by the
Pastoral Council to raise funds for the re-upholstery of our
pews and benches in our church. Tickets are sold in the
foyer by the Pastoral Council members.
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DAILY READINGS (December 18—December 24, 2017)

Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path. Psalm
119:105

DAY

READING/S

GOSPEL
MT 1:18-25

MON

1st—JER 23:5-8

TUE

1st—JGS 13:2-7, 24-25A LK 1:5-25

WED

1st—IS 7:10-14

THU

1st—SG 2:8-14

LK 1:39-45

FRI

1st—1 SM 1:24-28

1:46-56

LK 1:26-38

SAT

1st—MAL 3:1-4, 23-24

LK 1:57-66

SUNDAY
12/10/2017

1st—2 SM 7:1-5, 8B-12,
14A, 16
2ND—ROM 16:25-27

LK 1:26-38

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSROOM BUILDING PROJECT
COLLECTION AND FUNDRAISINGREPORT
AS OF DEC. 3, 2017
Religious
Education
Projected Cost
$ 160,000.00

$ 123,832.40
The road to take.

Total Collected for R.E.
classroom project
$ 36,167.60
Note: The project cost is subject to change depending on the
Construction cost and material cost of the project.

Mass Intentions
WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS
Sat.— 6:00 pm—1. Health of Francis Paiz, Maria
and Luis Davila, Sr. Lolita, Sr. Carmen, Sr.
Esther, Manny Portillo,
Sun. 8 am—1. Recovery of Dancie Grace Vieyra,
Lita Pepper, Jacob Ponce, Helen Daley, Carmen
Steele, Fred Fisher; 2. Successful surgery for
Julian Ponce; Intentions of Robert and Nel
Mendez.
Sun. 10 am—1. For the soul of Dina Sorio. 2.
intentions of the 2000 Hail Mary’s Devotion,
Barbara and Keller family; 3. recovery of
Adelina Soriano, Rosario Medina, Grace Eggert.
Sun 12 noon—. 1. Souls of Anita Colina;; 2.
recovery and health of Romy Gregorio, Dr.
Tony dela Cruz, and Carmen Jaceldo; 3.
recovery of Romy Gregorio; Intentions of
Shirley Manuel

Lord Hear our Prayers.

STEWARDSHIP (Collection)
REPORT AND
ATTENDANCE
Collection Last Sunday
December 9-10, 2017:
1st Collection ……………………….………………… $ 2,914.08
2nd Collection: Men & Women Religious…... $ 447.55
Attendance:
Our Lady of Guadalupe attendance………………...157
Immaculate Concepcion attendance………………...70
Regular Mass Dec 9-10 …………………………………...439
Today’s Second Collection 16-17,2017

Capital Project : Religious Education Classroom
“Thank you for your goodwill and generosity.”

Santo Niño de Cebu Catholic
Church
Address: 5655 Rigsby Avenue,
San Antonio, Texas 78222
Phone: (210) 648-1705
Fax: (210) 648-5365
E-mail: santo.nino.sa@gmail.com

OUR SERVANTS
ADMINISTRATION
Pastor – Rev. Fr. Arnold Ibarra, PhD
Deacon - Arsenio Reyes
Office Volunteers: Martha Ponce, Francis
Paiz, Annie Spencer,
Dora Mendez, Alicia Anaya
Business Coordinator – Anna Rose Nolasco
Sacramental Records – Dr. Connie
Nepomuceno
Safe Environment - Monette Reyes
Photographer – Henry Mendez
Webmaster – Ed Candelaria
Property Manager – Robert Mendez
PASTORAL COUNCIL (2015-2018)
Chairperson: Regina Pino
Vice Chair: Rene Jaceldo
Secretaries: Josie McCallister &
Vicky Ortiz
Members:, Rene Jaceldo,
Robert Mendez,
Irene Roberson, Nena Connor,
Alvaro Suarez,
Raine Virginio, Armi Wallace,
Bill Wolff & Patrick Wyrwich
FINANCE COUNCIL
Chairperson: Michael Roberson
(2015-2020)
Members – Belma dela Cruz,
Dr. Concepcion Nepomuceno
STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL
Chairperson: Jim Irwin
Members: Regina Pino, Michael Roberson,
Belma dela Cruz, Suzette Saunders
Dr Concepcion Nepomuceno
MINISTRIES
WORSHIP
Acolytes: Vicky Ortiz
Dévotion: Dr. Connie Nepomuceno
Hospitality: TBD
Lectors: Jill Lewis
Adult Choir: Helen Ona
Youth Choir: Noel Casino
Sacristan: Rita Cordova
Director of Altar Servers: Russel Cantu
Wedding/Quincenera Coordinator:
Alicia Anaya & Annie Spencer
EVANGELIZATION
Religious Education Coordinator: Jet Licon
RCIA : Deacon Jun Reyes, Doris Garza, & Dr.
Connie
Family Life Apostolate: TBD
Guadalupana: Rosa dela Garza
ACTS and Vocation/Director of Liturgy: Deacon
Jun Reyes
Youth: Russell & Bernadette Cantu
SERVICE
Filipino Traditions: Pura Frierson
Nutrition: Alma de Paz
Knights of Columbus : Grand Knight
Christopher Anders
Social Concern : Joanne Jaceldo
Stephen Ministry: Jill Lewis
Bill Lenhart Ministry: Charles Jordan

ANNOUNCEMENT

Our Devotions
Adoration, Rosary &
Novena: 5:00-6:00 PM M-F

1. Rite of Christian Initiation of Adult
(RCIA) is for adults or young children
seeking to receive the sacraments of
baptism, confirmation and Eucharist.
Please contact the office at (210) 648-1705
for more information.

Holy Spirit: Mondays
Divine Mercy/Holy Hour for
Vocation: Tuesday
Perpetual Help Novena:
Wednesdays
St. Jude Novena:
Thursdays

2. The Adult Choir is inviting all the
parishioner to watch the Christmas
Cantata on December 24 at 9 P.M.

Santo Niño Novena: Fridays
Sacred Heart: 1st Fridays
First Saturday of the
month:

3. Holy hour for vocation is every Tuesday
from 5 pm and exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament is every Monday to Thursday
at 5 pm followed by Holy Mass at 6 pm.

2000 Hail Mary Devotion,
from 9:00 AM
Divine Mercy Devotion:
Sunday 3:00 – 4:00 PM

4. For “house blessings and/or bringing the
Santo Nino” schedule you can contact
Ms. Josie at (210) 740-9410 or the office at
(210)648-1705.

Parish Office/
Business Hours:
Tuesday thru Friday:
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
12 noon – 1:00 PM: Lunch
Break

5. If you want or need an Spiritual Director
service, call the office at (210)648-1705.
The service is free.

Schedule of Masses
and other Services

9. Copies of your weekly bulletin can be
downloaded on the internet at
www.stonino.org/bulletins.

Sundays: 8:00 and 10:00
AM, and 12 noon Bilingual
Mass (English & hymns in
Filipino)
Saturdays:
6:00 PM (Spanish Mass)
Daily Holy Eucharist:
M-F 6:00 PM

Online Giving
We would like to express our thanks to
those who give online. We would love to
see the number increase with this
program, please consider our online
donation.

Confession:
Mon-Sat 5:00 – 6:00 PM
Baptism: By appointment
& Seminars is necessary
Confirmation:
11th to 12th grade
Marriage: Please meet
with the Pastor one year in
advance.

If you want to give your tithes and
donation online go to our parish website at
www.stonino.org and click online giving logo.
All credit cards are accepted in our online donation.

Counseling: By
Appointment
Funeral: Please contact the
Parish office before making
arrangements outside
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